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September 2011

Sunday School

T e P
FTRd
We explore the wonder and ﬁ

majesty of our beautiful earth and
all of God’s creation with this
year’s theme of “God is Green”.
This will be a special day of KICKOFF
celebration starting at 10:00 Septem ber 11th
AM! Teacher commissioning

will take place during worship where you will meet your new teaching
teams for the 2011-2012 year.

All classes will meet for a morning of “getting to know each other”. Our
teachers will be talking about our “God is Green” theme and introducing
our service centered curriculum for this fall. Join us for learning how
God calls us to be good stewards of our natural resources and to serve
each other.

(continue on next page)
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New Worship Time Change

3 Worship begins September 11th
SChedUIe In anticipation of the Second

Service beginning November
6th, we will be changing the
Sunday morning schedule on "Kick Off' Sunday, September 11th.
Changing the schedule now will allow us to get used to the new times
before adding the new service on November 6th. So here's the new
schedule as of September 11th:

10:00 AM Sunday School for all ages
11:00 AM Worship



(continue from front page)
Preschool is beginning a new curriculum tailor-made for our youngest
learning group. “Little Lambs” preschool curriculum follows the Bible
stories that our children will love to listen and to learn! These
beginning stories and lessons will be the foundation for them to build
their relationship with Jesus for the rest of their lives.

Elementary school children will be learning with the latest “Kid
Connection” curriculum. This fall they will be starting off with the
story of the earth’s beginning and learning about taking care of God’s
creation, our beautiful earth. They will discover that God makes
wonderful promises and will be learning about a new start with Noah,
the story of Abraham and Sarah and the amazing birth of Isaac.
Rounding out the adventure is the story of Joseph and his brothers,
filled with intrigue, dreams and schemes! What an exciting start for our
Children’s Ministry!

Middle school youth will be following a path of self-discovering in
“Sharing Your Faith & Serving Others”. Our students will be
challenged and equipped to be bold disciples of Christ in this learning
series filled with activities and exercises to introduce them to the Great
Commission and the Great Commandment. They will learn to listen for
God’s calling to participate in God’s work of redemption and
reconciliation. They will realize their personal mission at home and
around the world! This will give our middle school youth the tools and
confidence they need to feel ready to face the challenges of life! They
will tap into the overflowing love for God and neighbor and learn good
community stewardship!

High school youth will be embarking on a creative stewardship
challenge. “T3- Talent, Treasure, Time” is 9 weeks of discovery where
they will explore how to use all God has given them — their Talent,
Treasure, & Time to make a difference for his kingdom. They will put
into action the stuff they read in the Bible and talk about with friends!
This is real life and our service minded youth will enjoy taking action
within their community. All God ever needs to make an impact is a
heart willing to give it all to him. God is calling you to spend Sunday
mornings with your friends sharing your faith as a believer in the Good
News that is Jesus Christ! See you on Sundays!

Join us during worship September 11" for a great children’s “God is
Green” slideshow staring our children, youth and adults! Stay and
enjoy refreshments afterwards in the new Christian Education rooms
during Fellowship Hour September 11!

Mission Trip Musings
by David Hay

It’s still summer and school has just started, but I find

myself thinking back to the most challenging and

.. . rewarding part of my summer vacation, the week I spent

Mission TTip on the mission trip to Camp Courageous, Monticello,
Iowa with our youth and several adult volunteers.

Those of you who were in church the Sunday we returned heard many
powerful stories from our youth about the challenging task of working in the
hot sun and the rewarding task of befriending and working with physically
and intellectually disabled campers. I have never been prouder to be a
member of this church than during that week in lowa.

We arrived knowing we had physical labor to do, but we also wanted to offer
ourselves to the campers any way we could. We learned that, by necessity,
camp days are highly structured, and our chances to interact with them
seemed to be only at meal times. Also, since the camp was not church-
affiliated, we could not offer Bible study to the campers.

Like true disciples, these limitations did not deter us. Under Tammy Jacobi’s
inspired direction, the youth put on two lunchtime playlets--a brief sketch
showing a Bible-based good way to treat people, followed by a current song
the campers knew. We offered evening Bible study and snacks to the
counselors, and some joined us after a long day.

Thanks to Tom Severs’ inspiring words and Tammy’s diplomacy, we got
more involved with the campers, eating with them and getting to know them
better. We also were able to help with evening programs, and I know camp
staff appreciated our helping hands. By week’s end, we were deeply
connected to the campers, more than just a work detail.

All of us on the mission trip appreciated your prayers and good wishes. The
wristbands we wore all week reminded us of how blessed we were to have
such support from you. We truly lived out the lyrics of the old song “They’ll
know we are Christians by our love.”



Communities Responding to
Overcome Poverty
La Porte County’s 26™ Annual
CROP Walk-
Sunday, October 2, 2011

How many people here are over sixty? The world was a very different place
sixty years ago. The ravages of the Second World War were plain to see in
Europe and Asia. Millions were displaced, hungry, and desperate. Inspired
by the need, Church World Service was founded to feed the hungry, clothe
the naked, and care for the refugee. Through its CROP Program, CWS
appealed to people in this country to reach out. The response was amazing,
as one person recalls: “These were heady times. The more direct and
personal and hands-on the activity, the more adrenaline was released. A
small Kansas community gave 19 carloads of flour for war victims in
Europe. CWS agreed to accept the grain and began a ‘Wheat for Relief’
campaign in the Midwest. Columnist Drew Pearson sponsored and
publicized the ‘Friendship Train’ in the summer of 1947, which crossed the
nation, picking up donated foodstuffs as it rolled east. This gave
immeasurable promotion to the CWS program called CROP.” John D.
Metzler, Sr., recalling the birth of CROP

While the devastation of WWII is long gone, the savagery of war has not
abated, as we see in the Sudan, Sri Lanka, and the Middle East. Now, six
decades later, Church World Service continues to work in countries all over
the world, assisting in emergencies, caring for refugees, and supporting
families struggling to become self-reliant. It is an extraordinary history, and
we are a part of that sixty-year plus legacy. Though the boxcars have been
replaced by walking shoes, the goal is still the same; to make a difference
through Church World Service.

So, please support our CROP Hunger Walk this year. Be a Walker, pledge
your support, volunteer to help on the day of the walk—there’s something
for everyone! Together we are CROP: Communities Responding to
Overcome Poverty. See you on October 2 at the 1% United Methodist
Church, 1225 Michigan Ave., La Porte — gather time is 1:30 p.m. and walk at
2:00 p.m. down the tree lined streets of La Porte.

WE NEED YOU to continue making history!

Dear Friends,

astor’s o
L etter Wow! There's a lot of new stuff going on in

our church this fall! September 11th we
have the fall "Kick Off" for Sunday School,
and we begin a new schedule (time change) for Sunday School and
Worship. We have a new plan in the works for Thursday Nite Live coming
to us in October. The Stewardship season and consecration Sunday come
early this year in an effort to complete this important work before we
launch the new Service. Many of these changes, of course, are driven by
the anticipation of the new Contemporary Worship service which starts
November 6th!

I suppose all of this change makes one a little nervous. Truthfully it makes
me a little nervous. I have the sense, however, that God is in this. When
my brain begins to fog over with the numerous tasks to be accomplished
and details to which we must attend, I am reminded that God has brought
us safely and remarkably this far and I trust God will bring this work to
completion. I can't say strongly enough that I feel God's hand tugging on
my sleeve and drawing me and us forward in this new work.

I've always loved the "newness" passages of scripture: "Behold, I make all
things new." (Rev. 21:5), "Anyone in Christ is a new creation" (2 Cor
5:17), "See, I am doing a new thing." (Is 43:19) I believe this fall we are
going to get to experience the joy of being made new by God. I think it's
going to be quite a ride!

Peace,
Sally
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v A Note of appreciation to our summer musicians!! v
L 4 A4

¥ This summer we have enjoyed the talents of Carrie Bjonback, the Men’s ®
@ Group, Glenn Richardson, our youth, the Summer Family Choir, Dave ¢
¥ Kessler and Derek Bjonback, Mary Louise Holdson, Ann Dobie and ®

: David Hay, Terry Wicks, Sally Wicks, and David Cota. :
L 4 L 4
: Many thanks to those who made a joyful noise to the Lord!!! :
L 4 L 4
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9/01
9/02
9/04
9/04
9/04
9/05
9/05
9/08
9/11
9/14
9/15
9/15
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Darby Alcorn
Bob Miller
Betty Schoff
Susan Holaway
Eric Moelker
Walter Leszczyszyn
Delanie Alcorn
Katie Naas
Jack Lay

Lisa Elenz

Ron Dilks
Emily Osborn

9/16
9/20
9/20
9/21
9/22
9/22

9/22
9/24
9/25

9/26
9/27
9/28
9/28
9/30

Robert Voelker Jr.
Dawn Link

Pam Dishman
Bob Fleisher
Helen Canfield
Richard Cygan

Chad Holaway
Austin Wicks
Marlete Kiff

Michael McNally
Jane Ayars

Carol Koenemann
Colin Hay

Sandra Bangs

Losses in Our
Church Family

Bill Kolash
June 15,2011

Dick Sims
June 27, 2011

Geree Boston
July 16, 2011

Ruth Veldman
July 25,2011

Ann Rainier
August 18, 2011

Contemporary Class, we will be using both “The Thoughtful Christian” series,
studying current opinions, and Rob Bell’s DVD series, thought-provoking
studies. See you in the gallery!

Adult Bible Class with Steve Curry will meet in the Bell Choir Room (next to
the Senior High Room). Class will be starting on Sunday, September 18th.
“Gospel in Life” is an interactive DVD series that will help participants see
themselves in light of a clearer and deeper understanding of the gospel. The
goal of the class will be to examine the question, “How do you live out the
Gospel?”.

R ST Thursday Nite Live:
taking a slightly different look

[

s Thursday Nite Live! Q

Thursday Nite Live will return in early October
with a slightly new look. With the
discontinuance of the children and youth
choirs, our “Faith Weaver Friend” program will
expand its scope to include the music
component offered in the curriculum that we thus far not used. Our children
will still experience the Bible story in a fun "Instant Drama" and enjoy crafts
and games designed to reinforce the Bible story. They will also continue to
have the opportunity for reflection in their coloring and journal books.

“Youth to Youth Bible Study” will continue to be the highlight of our Youth
component for Thursday Nite Live. We will also offering the "game time"
and a new homework huddle/ chill and chat time.

Pastor Sally will be offering Adult Bible Study again and we are still working
on some other adult offerings.

Watch your bulletin for details and the start date!



The Session met on Tuesday, August 2, at the home of Marcia Morris.
Action items important to the life of the congregation included the
following:

1. Received the report of the Second Service Committee and approved the
following Sunday morning schedule: 9 a.m. Contemporary
Worship/Children’s Church; 10 a.m. Sunday School; 11 a.m.
Traditional Worship

2. Report on painting and sprucing up of children’s classrooms.
3. Approved a motion to drop all restrictions on David Cota.
4. Approved hiring of a pastoral assistant if the way be clear.

5. Granted permission for Presbyterian Women to hold a fall rummage sale
and a spring tea.

6. Approved with regret the resignation of Tom Moelker from Session.

7. Upcoming Events:

August 6 Ruth Veldman Graveside service
August 8-14 Sally on vacation

August 14 Nancy Brinklow preaching
August 20 Bill Kolash memorial service
August 23 All Committee Night

August 28 Carillon Concert

September 11
September 13

Sunday School Kickoff
Next Session meeting

g }]HI I} Scheck to our church as our new
@'

? organist/pianist. Carey is a graduate
/i of Valparaiso University with her
,l\‘\&/) 11 A’ B.A. in church music and her Masters

gu\

\ We are delighted to welcome Carey

3" \ in piano performance from Western

] llinois University. She comes to us

! ’Welcome our new Organist most recently from the Chesterton
Presbyterian Church.

Carey lives here in LaPorte with her husband, Mike, who is the new band
director for the South Central Schools in Union Mills. Carey teaches piano
and has about 35 students in her studio.

We are so pleased to add Carey to our church family. Be sure to stop by the
organ and wish her well!

Genesis Handbell Choir Begins

Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, September 7th. The
rehearsals will begin at 9:15 am. promptly.
Please notify Marcia Morris if you plan to attend. ?

Welcome all Ding-a-lings.

Choir members and potential choir

HO[R PRACT[CEmembers rehearsals for the

Chancel Choir begin Wednesday,
= ’J‘ September 7th at 7:15 p.m. We

EG] N S AG A [ N will begin singing for worship on

September 11th. Anyone one who
would like to sing in the choir
please come and join us. If you have any questions or need some words of
encouragement to become a choir member contact Kathleen at 363-8610 or
judgeland@hotmail.com.

Stailing Changes

We were saddened to receive Jim Rodger's resignation in August. Jim has been
struggling with cancer treatments all summer and felt that now was the time to
let the church seek a replacement. He wrote in his letter, " The uncertainty of
my health makes this necessary, with yet another round of chemotherapy
coming up. [ certainly appreciate the support I have received from members of
the church, and I ask you to keep me in your prayers." We will certainly keep
Jim in our prayers. Cards of encouragement are always welcome to Jim. You
can send greetings to his home at 1702 Michigan Ave., La Porte. Jim has been
a valued member of our staff and we will miss him dearly.

We also will be saying goodbye to Mary Kay Steele this fall. The children and
youth choirs have been struggling in the last couple of years. Many of the
youth no longer wish to participate in a choir, and our children's numbers are
quite small. The Session, in its August meeting made the difficult decision to
discontinue the children and youth choir programs for now. Perhaps in the
future, we may make a new beginning when our little children grow and we see
an increase in the number of children interested in a choir program.

We very much appreciate Mary Kay’s good work among us and wish her well
in her continued work in the Methodist Church.



Christian Education Hosts Fellowship on
Kick Off Sunday, September 11th

Do you know what C.E. did last Summer?...they were hard at work
creating a fresh new learning space to help nurture the faith of our
children, and now they want to celebrate “Kick Off Sunday” with you.
Join Christian Education after worship on September 11" for an Open
House for the newly redecorated children’s church, elementary and
preschool class rooms on the lower level. Enjoy refreshments while the
children create a “God is Green” themed bulletin board. Come and see
the freshly painted walls and accents, along with new learning tools for
teachers and students! A special thank you goes to our painting team of
Carl Shulz, Jack Beck and Steve Curry! Thank you also to the wonderful
committee members and youth volunteers, Emma MacSwiney, Megan

God

IS
Green

Welcome to our new year of
Christian Education as we explore
the beauty of God’s creation and
ask ourselves how can we become
worthy stewards of this remarkable
planet and all it’s creatures. The
fun begins on “Kick Off Sunday”,
September 11" as we celebrate
“God is Green” and introduce our
first “Green Sunday”. A “Green
Sunday” will happen once a month
as the children, and youth classes

will study what it means to become responsible for our natural
resources, animals and each other. Each class will choose a hands-on

Nibert and Spenser Shaffer, that helped make this happen!

Fall Sermon Series: Proceeding with Holy Daring

We are about to take on a pretty big challenge in our congregation this fall.
Where do we get the idea that we should actually be able to accomplish this
large goal of beginning an alternative worship service hopefully reaching out to
new people who will become new friends? We believe God is leading us in this
direction. Yikes! In anticipation of this new challenge Pastor Sally will helping

us consider how we may proceed with Holy daring on this new adventure.

Sept 11 Proceeding with Holy Daring: Knowing our Resources
Matt. 14: 13-21 Feeding of the 5000

Sept 18 Proceeding with Holy Daring: Knowing God's Power
Matt 14: 22-33 Jesus walks on the sea

Sept 25 Proceeding with Holy Daring: Knowing the Center

Matt 18: 21-35 Forgive 7 X 70

Oct 2 Proceeding with Holy Daring: Knowing our Confession
Matt 16: 13-20 Peter's confession

Oct9 Proceeding with Holy Daring: Knowing Amazing Grace
Matt 20: 1-16 The man who hired laborers

“Green Experience” that will have an impact on our environment for
that day, week and month. Our children and youth can learn by
doing: taking Action for God’s creation! If you would like to help as
part of the “Green Team”, please contact Tammy Jacobi or Cristi
Vanes. It’s important for the children and youth to hear how adults in
their faith community honor God’s earth and creatures by recycling,
re-using, reducing! Spend time with these wonderful students for an
intergenerational “Green Experience”! Hippies are welcome.

COPOPPPPPPP0 0000000000000 000090990
What’s New at the Library?

*
*
*
*
: Our church library now has 12 books by C.S. Lewis, which are found
¢ in three different areas.

*

# We also have all 7 of The Chronicles of Narnia in CD Sets (good
* . . .

¢ items for long trips by car) and we have a biography of the famous
: author: Clive Staple Lewis: a Dramatic Life by W. Griffen, found in

¢ Biographies over the desk; pink circle B on the spine.
4
¢ A complete list of C.S. Lewis books available and where they are

¢ located can be found on an 8x10 sheet on the counter in the library in
# the Fireside Room.

COPPP00000000000000009090

*
s
000000000000 0000000000000009099



Making the New Service Happen:
Opportunities to get involved and help!

There are many personnel needs as we develop a new worship service. We
will be looking for gifts and talents that some of you might never have
considered offering to your church. Here is a short list of needs for this new
service:

Slide Show designers: persons who are comfortable with Power Point or
willing to learn and who will create the weekly slide show for the service.

Musicians: those comfortable with contemporary music. Especially needed
are singers and a bass player.

Greeters: we are especially looking for one or two who might be willing to
be permanent greeters providing continuity and recognition of visitors.

Worship Team planners: Pastor Sally is looking to create a worship team
which will work together, pooling ideas to create innovative worship
experiences.

Web crawlers: people who love to look through videos and pictures to help
us find the best of the best for this new service.

Videographers: someone to run the video camera for live feed during the
children's lessons and baptisms and maybe create videos for our services!

Photographers: the more beautiful photos we have, the more lovely our
slide shows.

If any of this intrigues you, talk to Pastor Sally or Nancy Emmons to get the
details. God may have a place for your surprising gifts.

Sneak Peak of the upcoming
Fine Arts 2011-2012 seasons

Sunday, October 23, 2011 will be a return appearance by The
Konevets, Russian Male Vocal Quartet from St. Petersburg,
Russia.

Sunday, November 13, 2011, will be a concert by IVCI Violinist Laureate
Andrey Baranov, with Pianist Miki Aoki.

In 2012 there will be a spring event yet to be announced and the Winner’s Art
Exhibition May 20th through June Ist, featuring Dana Dabagia and Ron
Suver.

Be sure to mark your calendars so you don’t miss any of these special events.

The Second Service starts November 6th

After months of research, visiting churches, talking with focus groups and
consulting many books and the web, the Second Service committee has made its
recommendations to the Session, which has embraced their work with
enthusiasm.

The new service will be: lively, interactive, musical, welcoming, spiritual,
multisensory, relaxed, relevant, warm, emotive, child-friendly, creative, free and
informal. These are some of the words the committee used to describe the
service we plan to create. You can expect to see colorful images during the
service on a new projection system. The Worship Band will provide all the
music, which will be largely contemporary and upbeat with a mix of styles. We
hope to incorporate dramas and videos, but also offer opportunity for reflection
and personal prayer. We can't be too creative or imaginative with this new
service!

All of this begins Sunday, November 6th at 9:00 AM. The new Sunday morning
schedule will be as follows:

9:00 New Service (yet to be named)
10:00 Sunday School for people of both worship services and all ages
11:00 Traditional Worship

Our hope is that Coffee Hour will be offered throughout the morning schedule!

Certainly there are still things to sort out, lots of work to do, and lots of
opportunities for our members to assist in this special outreach effort. Stay
tuned. We will keep you apprised of new recommendations as they develop.
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7 Our outdoor sign is up and running. It has taken many, many hours of g
work, however, it surely looks great! In the near future, brick will
surround the poles to give the sign a completed look.

A A
¥r There are many people to thank for our sign: our congregation for their ¥
¥ donations toward the sign, our Foundation Board, the Evangelism and ¢
¥r Facilities Committees, Pastor Sally, Jack Beck, Ralph Herrbach, James ¥r
Y Vowell, Tony Bowen, Carl Schultz, John Mareska, Georgia Mareska, and ¥+

¥ Ann Shaffer. Y
pAG . . pAG
+ Your Evangelism Committee e
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